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Prophet as idolatrous, possibly owing to pre-Islamic, pagan practices in connection with it.
As it is, any given day of the Moslem month moves ten days backward each solar year. Thus, the Fast which enters on the first of Ramadhan, began on August I4th in 1912, and on August 4th in 1913, while it fell on Christmas eve in 1900.
Nature will have none of this, and the Yamen farmer must conform to her. The vast clock of the heavens confronts him every clear night, and all he has to do is to study it and note its steadfast march. The Pleiades he calls Thariyah^ from a root meaning c wealth' or c moist earth5 (synonymous terms to him), and when its lamp-like cluster swings low in the west, after dark, he knows that the spring rains are at hand.
When he sees the Ox (Taurus] on the western skyline at dusk, he gets ready to yoke his oxen and start ploughing, for the spring rains have then set in and the ground is soft enough to turn.
The dog-star, rising before the dawn, proclaims the height of summer heat in July, and when the scorpion lifts its curved tail in the south, it foretells hot winds and simooms in desert districts.
At the setting of Arcturus after dusk, he knows the millet harvest is ready (the last harvest of the solar year), and he hates the sight of Orion, which he calls the Twins,1 for it hangs in the night sky throughout the winter drought.
Of all agricultural products of Yamen, coffee is undoubtedly the most important, even in these hard times, with prices dropping in Europe, owing to the
1 Betelgeux is merely a corruption of Beit al Goz (The House of the Twins).